
 

 

 

FREDERICK 
SMITH, JR. 
CEO / Founder / Producer 
 
 MARINA, CALIFORNIA 93933 

RESUME 



 

PROFILE 
Efficient professional with experience 
and proven knowledge of team 
building, branding, sales, marketing, 
fundraising and new business 
development. 
 
Extensive experience in major network 
television, video, audio, sports, music, 
concert, event, social media and 
media and entertainment production. 
 

CONTACT 
PHONE: 
310-365-1865 
 
WEBSITE: 
www.justjazz.tv 
 
EMAIL: 
fredsmith@allmusictelevision.net 
justjazzfoundation@gmail.com 

HOBBIES 
Music 
Sports 
Travel 
Reading 
Film 
Community Service 
 

 
EDUCATION 

Wissahickon Senior High School 
1970 - 1973 
Philadelphia School Of Technology 
1973 - 1975 

WORK EXPERIENCE 

CBS Television Network (Video Editor) 
March 1977 – December 2021 
 
Beginning in 1978 and for 18 years worked with CBS Sports and was 
responsible for creating and presenting many of the most iconic and 
lasting video images in the history of televised sports. In 1996 helped 
launch CBS’ Late Late Show franchise working with directors, 
producers, writers and hosts Tom Snyder, Craig Kilborn, Craig Ferguson 
and James Corden as an EVS operator and video editor and video 
coordinator. Retired from CBS and the Late Late Show on December 9. 
2021 after 44 years of service. Five (5) time Emmy Award winner. 
 
All Music Television LLC (Founder/CEO/Executive Producer) 
July 2014 – Present 
 
Founded All Music Television LLC. A music television production 
company. Executive Producer of Morning Music TV, Midnight Music TV, 
Weekend Music TV, Live From The Blue Whale. In 2016 produced Miles 
Davis Special for ASPiRE TV and the syndicated weekly television series 
The Jazz Creative seen online and in over 60 US TV markets. 
 
Created Christmas Jazz with LeRoy Downs, a holiday jazz music special 
with Christian McBride, Terence Blanchard, Cameron Graves, Jason 
Moran, Ben Williams, Peter Erskine, Jazzmeia Horn, Theo Croker and 
many more, Show aired nationwide on 60+ television stations, including 
KDOC channel 56 in Los Angeles and on the Aspire Television Network 
on Christmas Day. 
 
In January 2017 partnered with Baldwin Hills Crenshaw and Capri 
Capital Partners to create the community digital television platform, 
OurCrenshawTV.com with studios located in Baldwin Hills Crenshaw 
Plaza. 
 
Just Jazz TV (Founder/CEO/Executive Producer) 
March 2018 – Present 
 
In March 2018 founded Just Jazz TV and in May 2018 launched the Just 
Jazz Live Concert Series with LeRoy Downs and Sam Milgrom at Mr. 
Musichead Gallery in Hollywood. During 2020 pandemic year created 
and expanded the Just Jazz Brand. In Fall 2021 added 2220 Arts + 
Archives, The Paramount Theater, Strada Eateria + Bar and The District 
by GS as Just Jazz music and event venues. 
 
2023 Jazz Hero Award – Jazz Journalists Association Award Winner 
April 2023 - By Robin D. G. Kelley 
 
It is no exaggeration to say that LeRoy Downs and Frederick Smith, Jr., 
are responsible for restoring Los Angeles’ status as a world capital of 
jazz. As L.A. has hemorrhaged jazz venues over the past few years, this 
dynamic duo brought cutting edge programming to radio, television, 
the internet, festivals and alternative performance spaces under the 
rubric Just Jazz. 
 
 



 
 
Every Wednesday night, the hippest of the hip flock to Mr. Musichead 
Gallery to see Downs present “Just Jazz” concerts by extraordinary 
artists – including Jason Moran, Nduduzo Makhathini, Nicole Mitchell, 
Kamasi Washington, Shana Tucker, Dwight Tribble, Claudia Acuna, and 
poets Kamau Daood and Aja Monet, to name just a few.  Behind-the-
scenes Frederick Smith, Jr., a 40-year veteran at CBS Television and 
Emmy-award winning videographer, films selected performances and 
LeRoy’s incisive interviews with the artists for “Just Jazz TV”—an 
outgrowth of All Music Television, which he founded in 2014. 
 
LeRoy is naturally known as “the jazz cat” after two decades as a radio 
host, first with station KKJZ (88.1 FM) and currently with KCRW (89.9 FM), 
a curator and concert producer, journalist and an immensely popular 
festival host.  He regularly emcees the Monterey Jazz Festival, the 
Central Avenue Jazz Festival and the Angel City Jazz Festival and has 
hosted events beyond his home state of California for the Playboy Jazz 
Cruise, Winter Jazz Fest in New York, and what was formerly called the 
Thelonious Monk Institute of Jazz. His smooth voice, suave demeanor, 
encyclopedic knowledge, and infectious love of the music and the 
musicians have made LeRoy Downs a jazz icon. 
 
The two men began collaborating around 2015, combining 
performance and in-depth interviews in dynamic programs with 
notable episodes including “Hangin’ with the Jazz Cat,” “Musicians Talk 
Race in America,” and Miles in May.”  Meanwhile, as rising property 
values forced many L.A.’s jazz clubs to shut down, and commercial 
labels determined jazz to be a financial liability, Downs and Smith 
realized programming alone could not support the music. Thus “Just 
Jazz” was born—not simply as a concert series but as a holistic vision 
that includes a foundation, a magazine, a virtual café, and a record 
label. 
 
Similar to that of World Stage, L.A.’s legendary performance space 
located in the historically Black community of Leimert, Down’s concept 
embraces all expressions of music, irrespective of commercial viability. 
Experimental music and hip hop, rock, and global fusion are equally 
valued as “straight ahead” jazz. As Downs put it, “My vision and goal is 
to bring an eclectic sonic experience of jazz to my listeners. A blend of 
music, style, culture, love and a voice for the unsung.” 
 
When he describes the music as “a voice for the unsung,” he means it.  
Between August and October of 2020, in the wake of the killing of 
George Floyd, Downs, Smith, and Dwight Tribble – vocalist and curator 
of the World Stage, and a 2022 JJA Jazz Hero – organized “Jazz 
Musicians Unite Against Racism,” three live-streamed benefit concerts 
to draw attention to the ongoing struggle for racial justice. 
 
Jazz Heroes LeRoy Downs and Fred Smith remind us that “Just Jazz” 
carries a dual meaning, denoting music that demands and practices 
justice, and acknowledging that music alone is not enough.  In other 
words, they have created, curated and nurtured a space that is always 
more than “Just Jazz.”  
 
Freelance Sports Television Producer/Director 
August 1990 – June 2014 
 
In 1990 founded The Video Scouting Service, which quickly became 
the first nationally recognized scouting, recruiting and evaluation 
service used by high school, college, NBA and professional teams 
worldwide. For 17 years served as the video coordinator for the Los 
Angeles NBA Summer Pro League and Las Vegas NBA Summer Pro 
League. In 1990 he helped launch NBC’s NBA Inside Stuff and served as 
the Los Angeles producer for NBC Sports and NBA Entertainment. 



 
In 2000 founded HoopTV.Net, which became the pre-eminent high 
school and college video recruiting service in the nation. In 2009 sold 
HoopTV.net LLC to Maxx Athlete (Manhattan Beach, Ca.) 
 
In June of 2011 founded The Basketball Channel. Served as CEO, CDO 
& Executive Producer, responsible for fundraising & daily operations. 
 
Produced/directed/written shows, games, videos, films for ESPN, CBS, 
BET, NBAE, NBC, Fox Sports, ASPiRE TV Network, Monk and Herbie 
Hancock Institute of Jazz, etc. 
 
Just Jazz Foundation - Founder & Executive Director 
May 2021 - Present 
 
Just Jazz Foundation I Non-Profit California Corporation, IRS 501c3 
EIN #84-4817227 Just Jazz Foundation was founded to Educate Folks 
About This Black American Music Called Jazz and to Support the Artists 
and Musicians Who Make It. We Present Live Jazz Music and Create 
Performance and Educational Opportunities for Aspiring, Young Jazz 
Musicians While Honoring the Past, Present and Future of The Music. 
 
Volunteer Experience 
 
May 2021 - Present - EXEC DIRECTOR I Just Jazz Foundation, Marina, CA 
 
Jan 2018 – Present – BOARD OF DIRECTORS I UCLA Friends Of Jazz, Los 
Angeles, CA 
 
Jan 2017 – Present - BOARD OF DIRECTORS I Fernando Pullum 
Community Arts Center, Leimert Park, CA 
 
Skills 
 
Operational Oversight 
Non Profit Experience 
Market Access and Expansion 
Public Relations 
Media Relations 
Social Media 
Business Partnerships 
Sales and Marketing 
Market Research 
Strategic Direction 
Performance Oriented 
Outside The Box Creative 
Multi-Generational Perspective 
Mission Driven Performance 
 
Awards 
 
1990 Sports Emmy Award 
1991 Sports Emmy Award 
2015 Primetime Emmy Award 
2016 Primetime Emmy Award 
2018 Primetime Emmy Award 
 
References 
 
Upon request 

 


